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Parliament - 


A Phine, ad God ADVICE oth | 
Men, and Officers of the 


Of the Common-W ealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland. 


YE PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND! 
by whom I moſt Unjuſtly ſuffer, becauſe it 1s 1n your 
Hands, but not in your Hearts to this very day to 
let the Oppreſled go free: And though the Lord 
God hath (by putting this power into your Hands) 
tryed you once more, to ſee whether ye would do as 
ye have often ſaid ; and performe the Vowes which 
ye have uttered before the Almighty God and good 
Men, when ye were in trouble. But alas! in this caſe ye have not dealt 
faithiully, but like Ephraim, ye have turned back in the Lords Battell, 
and turned afide like a deceitfull Bow: Therefore is the Lord arifin 
In his Jealouſie, and 1n his Anger againſt you, as he hath done aonink 
yours, and his Enemies. And will the Lord diſown one Perſecuting Go- 
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will not. And though he hath wonderfully been with you, and in your 
of their hands that have been too ſtrong for you: And if ever 7/7ael 
had cauſe to ſay, (You much more) Had not the Lord been o# our ſide, 
We, and our little Ones ſhould have been a Prey, and utterly periſhed by 
our Enemies. Moreover, the Lord hath ſfayed you; and ye are not only 
| a People ſaved by the Lord from outward Enemies; and your Lives, and 
i the lives of your Wives, and your little Ones given you for a prey ; but he 
& hath given you alſo the Necks of your Enemies, and thoſe that hated 
= you, come Bending before you 3 and he hath given. you goodly Houſes 
 Whichye did not baild,and Fields for which ye did not labour ; not becauſe 
yewere better than others, but becauſe ye ſhould be a ſhelter to his People, 
and let his Out-caſt dwell with you: But thus ſaith the Lord, the Lord 
God Almighty, Te alſs have waſted my heritage + and inſtead of break- 
ing the Jawes of the Wicked, and delivering the Iland of the Innocent, 
and ſaving the afflicted; and delivering them that were appointed for 
Defrudion inſtead hereof, faith the Lord Almighty : Ye are ſetting up 
them that a:ic {miting at you, and ſuch. as God would have had you to have 


thrown down, rather ttia!? [ 
are yet by you maintained, and no: thrown down. And though ye have 
done well in delivering ſome out of Priton, that for Conſcience towards 
God,could not maintain a falſe and deceitful Miniſcry yet ye have not (like 
Caleb, and Jobs) gone through with the work ; but ye (Iize 7/74! or old) 
have been afraid of the People whom the Shield, and ſtrength of the 
Lord is departed : And ye have not in this. thing done wiſely, but very 
fooliſhly, and your hearts have not been uprighr;z neither have ye wholly 
followed the Lord God of on: and many Popiſh Laws are yer in force, 
and not Repealed by you 3 by which Laws, them whom ye have ſer at liber- 
ty, may by their perſecutors ſuffer again when they pleaſe. And ſo Friends, 
this is not to do the Lords work faithfully, but deceittully ; ſo We (by You) 
are not preſerved in the liberty of a pure Conſcience, bat rather reſerved for 
a day of Deſtruction at our Enemies pleaſures. And what have we done? or 
wherein have we been Treacherous againſt this, or any Government? but 
that we, who have been, of all people of this Nation Faithful, and have 
done you good, (that'of God in you hall bear us wirne(s) for this your Evil 
dealing towards us,that we,of all men,can have little Jaſtice from you: And 
this ye have done againſt the Lord, : and againſt his People: and after all 
Gods goodneſs toyou, (in Hypocrilie) ye Proclaimed a day of Feaſting,and 
Thankſgiving, and there you hearkned to one of your T eachers, that tally 


accuſed the Lords People to you, and cries to the Magiſtrate, as the old Per- 


{ecators did in the days of the Apoſtles, Help mer of Iſrael, theſe men turn 
the world upſide down. And ſo your Feaſting is not much better than Aþabs 

/ Faſting: for ye ſuffered three of us (at your THA NKSGIVING -SER- 
MON) to be Beaten, only for ſpeaking a few words, in the Name and Au- 
thority of the Lord; and two of us lie in Newgate now, atid ye were Eye- 
witneſles of this thing ; who of all others ſhould not ſuffer ſuch things to bez 
yet ye ſuffered usto be beaten before your Eyes, and none of you ſo Valiant 
for the Lord, as to ſtand up, and deſire tounderſtand this thing : bur after 
we were beaten(contrary to all Law) we were violently carried to Newgate, 
and not ſo much as Queen Aaries Law broken by me; by which Law ſo 
many of us have loſt both our lives and liberties, being Impriſoned till 
Death: as if this were not enough, but your Teachers are ſtill ſtirring 

you up to tura the Sword againſt the Innocent. 

And will ye call this a Day of Thankſgiving, ora day Acceptable to the 
Lord? Nay, nay, God will find you out; and as for Us, we are in Gods 
" hand; and if he command us to cry in the Kings Chappel, or againſt the 
Heads and Mountains of 7/7-e/, we love not our lives to the Death : and 
whether we ought to obey God or Man, judge ye,with the ſpirit of the Lord 
n your Conſcien:zes? And though we are rejected, and our necks under 
Bondage; and our lives, liberties,and goods Spoiled by you, it "_ In your 
=. to break in pieces all Perſecution: Yet know, the Lord is Our 

ngth, and Our ſhield ; and the Voice of a King 1s amongſt Us, though 
* have with Feaſting, and Fulneſle, ſhut both your hearts and ears againſt 
mm, and we know the Rock of Ages : and though our lives (by you) may 
De made bitter to us, yet againſt the tried Stone thall ye never prevail; and 
hough ye arc bailding your own Houſes, and Honouring one another, and 
ejecting him that receives not honour of Men,yet the Lord will honour him, 
ghen all your honor lieth inthe duſt: for the Lord will yet overturn,overturn, 
From Newgete, the 6 day 
of the 8 Moneth. 


vernment, and ſave another which are walking in their ſteps ? Nay, he® 


Loe condition hath he many a time remembred you, and ſaved you out. 


ſtrengthen them by your opprefling Lawes which - 
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till he Raizn, whoſe right it is toRaign: for Righteouſneſs (of a truth) 
doch ho ver roles amon ang neither is the Name of the Lord exalted in 
England to this very = after all your. large Engagements for a 


GOSPEL-REFOR MATION. | 
And who that fears the Lord can be ſilent, to {ce what grievous Oppreſ- 


ſion, and wicked Tyranny is found 1n your Priſonsz for within this three 
weeks, there is three poor debtors in Newgate periſhed tor want of Bread; 
while you, after all your Vows and Promiſes to eaſe Oppreſſion, are conſu- 
ming many hundreds in Feaſting: And 1n this Priſon, where men are caſt, 
retending that they ſhall pay their Debts 3 which thing ought to be done, 
boy the Lord hath a Controverſie with you: for theſe things are done, and 
e ſuffer them, which ought not tobe ſuffered among you, who have before 
the Lord Engaged to take off all Oppreſſion, which was in your Power. 
They are moſt grievoully opprelled, being conſtrained to pay ten ſhil- 
lings and ſix pence a week for a poor bed ſo that the By-tees, and ſuch 
things are utterly ruined, and madealtogether unable either to pay depts, 
or to redeem themſelves out of perpetuall ſlavery, and this 1s ſuffered by 
you, in whoſe days we had caule given Us, by your large promiſes to 
hope that true Judgement, and Juſtices ſhould have ſtreamed down our 
ſtreets : Theretore Friends, before it be too late, conſider whether thys is 
' to performe that which your mouths have uttered when ye were 1n 
trouble and diſtreſs: But if you do not throughly amend your wayes, 
and your doings, the Lord will not long ſuffer you, who will not ſuffer 
the Lamb to rule amongſt you; yet the Lord ſtandeth in the Congre- 
gation of the Mighty, yea, he judgeth amongſt the Gods. _ 
T herefore, uh #aith tze Lord God, to you that rule this oppreſſed 
people, break MW&pprefiing fawes, and fears not the faces of man, 
But let my Sofvicome out of Sffrituall Egypt, and let him rule in your 
hearts, and let every Soul in AUT HO RITY be ſubject to the 
Higher Power, and ſo in Chriſt: Gods Power, and Gods Wiſdom, ye 
ſhall rule and prevaile as Princes with God and men, and ſo when 
Chriſt the King of Righteouſneſle raines in you, he ſhall ſcatter the 
wicked, and as chaff {hall they be before you, and your memoriall 
ſhall not rott, but your names ball be had in everlaſtmg remembrance z 
and you ſhall be as oyntment poured out, and the Lord ſhall command 
his Strength for you, 'and your hearts ſhall be as the heart of a Lion; 
and the everiaſting God {hail be your refuge, and you ſhall be ſtrength- 


ned by the Arme of the Mighty God of Jacov. ES 

But friends, this is the plain truth to you all, that ſo long as the ſpirit in you is 

grieved, ye will grieve it in others; and ſolongas he is oppreſſed in you,ye will oppreſs 

| his heritage, and make the heart of the righteous ſad: Therefore ye muſt all come to 
the meaſure of his Spirit, which he hath given every one of you to profit withall, and 
ye ſhall with it ſee, and truly diſcerne, how many Popiſh unprofitable, and wicked 
Lawes are yet in force : and how do ye grant liberty, when we and cur goods are 
ſpoiled to repair an Idol-Temple,and maintain a falſe Miniftry which God never ſent, 
but were made at Oxford and Cambridge in the wills of men? therefore,how long ſhall the 
Lord warn you, that ye do not compell us to drink any longer of the Whors Cup, 
Rev. 17. Which hath-made all Nations, Multicudes, and all the Kings of the earth 
Drunke with the wine of her Fornication. 

To yon this is the word of the Lord, Hate the Whore, the Beaft,and the falſe Prophet, 
and lay her deſolate; and give not your ſtrength to them any longer, for if ye go on 
thus, to turne the Sword againſt his people, your ſtrength which he hath commanded 
for you he will Speedily take away, and ye ſhall be weak as water; ye your mighty 
men ſhall be as women, and feare in ycur hearts ſhall ſurpriſe you, and God ſhall con- 
found you, as he hath done the perſecutors that went before you; and all your wif - 
dom and ſtrength ſhall be to deſtroy one another, and you that have been warned ſo 
often by the Lord in his people: but like Pharoh to this day have not broken the bands 
of oppreſſion, notwithſtanding all Gods goodnefſle to you, and your promiſes of re= 
formation to him : O friends ! with my ſoul I defire you do not forget him dayes with= 
out number,that hath in your loe condition fo often remembred you: there is a witnels 
in you, that the Lerd ftood by you ; ye Commanders of the Army, remember who ſtood 
by you 19, Scotland, and many a time in Erng/and hath the Lord raiſed np his power in 
you, arfd your Souls have troden downe ftrength; and a ſecret hand, and inward 
confidence ye have felt, and deliverance hath come ye knew not how your ſelves. 
Thus the Lord hath been a Father to you when ye were fatherlefſe, and comfortleſſe, 
yea, when almoſt all the Prieſts in England and Scotland were preaching you downe, 
and as one man joyning together againſt you, thele flatterers are now fed by you with 
the bread of others that did never thus at; and like Baals Prophets which did eat at 
Teſatells Table, they arecrying perſecute, and proſper. 

Therefore, in the Name, and Athority of the Lord God of Hoſt, this is a chargeto 
you all, ler Feſabe/ls Prieſts eat at Feſabe/ls Table; or, who will ſet meat before them, 
but do not force, impiſon, and compel! my people to maintaine them any longer, as 
ye have long done, but let them be left free in their fpirits, and conſciences, to main- 
taine whom they in their hearts do believe it 1s their Duty. 

And again, 1n the name and feare of the Lord I lay it upon you, that ye break all 
wicked Lawes, and cuſtoms in your priions, and let no more periſh for want of bread, 
or not paying of fees when they have nothing to pay. And when I conſider how many 
of the Lords Servants have been moved of the Lord to write to you, to warne you of 

thele things, and of all the perſecution that hach been, and ftill 1s in Englernd, and all 
parts of your dominions, yea, this very day of your Thankſgiving, how violently we 

vere abuſed before your eyes, and none ſtood up amongft you in the Lords behalfe, 
to ſay ſo miich as Pilate did, What evil hath theſe men done? and though we were 
moved of the Lord, and came in his nameand Authority to ſpeake, yet ye ſuffer us to 
be beaten, and carried to Newgate before your eyes; and few ſo moderate as to hearken, 
but cry, away withthem after, ] had ſpokeNa few words; and ſo condemned me, being 
Innocent in the ſight of God, and good men : 1 fay, conſidering this, I was unwilling 
to w1 ite, nevertheleſſe,] being moved of the Lord to write, I am obedient; and I told 
you Magiſtrates then, that unleſs ye would quiet the people which pulled me down 
while I was ſpeaking, 1 could not be cleare of you in the fight of the Lord. 
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